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The Mystery and Glory of Mary: Marian Apparitions

I. The Value of Marian Apparitions
II. Our Lady of the Snows, Rome
a. The Miracle of the Snow, according to pious legend, took place on August 5, 352, when Snow fell on the Esquiline Hill in Rome in answer to the prayers of an heirless Roman patrician and his wife as to how they ought to dispose of their wealth in honor of the Blessed Mother, and indicating the place where a basilica was to be built in her honor. 
b. Basilica Liberii was erected in that spot during the years of 352-356 and named after Pope Liberius who was Pope at the time.  Pope Sixtus III later dedicated it to Our Lady, and it is now known as the Basilica of St. Mary Major.
c. Video from Rome Reports: https://youtu.be/RGhvzKzAGEM
III. Our Lady of Guadalupe
a. In Guadalupe, Mexico, on December 19, 1531, the Blessed Mother appeared four times to a Mexican man, Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin.  She asked for a church to be built in her honor, which the Archbishop of Mexico City, Juan de Zumarraga, refused to approve without a sign.  The Blessed Mother instructed Juan Diego to bring her flowers collected from a certain spot which she then arranged in his tilma (cloak.)  The flowers were Castilian Roses, not native to Mexico, blooming on a usually empty hill, especially in the cold of December.  When he brought them to the Bishop an image of the Blessed Mother was left on his tilma.
b. Mary appeared as a mestiza, a woman of mixed race (Spanish and indigenous) which was significant because at the time of the apparitions Mexico was very divided between indigenous people and Spaniards.
c. Video from St. Paul Center: https://youtu.be/Bkw4FPeiR3s      
IV. Our Lady of Lourdes
a. On February 11, 1858, Mary appeared to 14 year old Bernadette Soubirous for the first time in Lourdes, France.  Mary appeared 18 times to St. Bernadette over the course of several months.  She requested that penance be performed and that a church be built in that spot.  During the 9th apparition, Mary instructed Bernadette to wash herself in a spring that began to flow upon Bernadette’s digging in the mud.  Miraculous healings occurred as a result of bathing in the spring.  During the 16th apparition on March 25, 1858, the Blessed Mother responded to Bernadette’s questions about her identity by saying, “I am the Immaculate Conception.”  The final apparition took place on July 16, 1858.
b. Video from Rome Reports: https://youtu.be/7xNUkYL1_Po
V. Our Lady of Fatima
a. Video from St. Paul Center: https://youtu.be/q9QO9Wxo8Ek
VI. Other popular apparitions
a. Our Lady of Knock 1879: video from Knock Shrine: https://youtu.be/NMHK6aXNNyo
b. Medjugorje, 1981 to 2020: interview with Fr. Amorth: https://youtu.be/G0y89TmlQh0
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